A historical perspective and cellular regulation of megakaryocytopoiesis.
With the recent accumulation of information about megakaryocyte biochemistry and function, our understanding of the regulatory system controlling megakaryocytopoiesis is becoming more clear. The cloning and the expression of thrombopoietin, the regulator of megakaryocytopoiesis, has been a major breakthrough. This review will discuss megakaryocyte ontogeny, cell-cell interactions between megakaryocytes and the other stromal cells and the signal transduction in megakaryocytes.